
Thomas Merton Italia Association

                                                               STATUTE

SEAT, CONSTITUTION, DURATION, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Art.1)  The Associazione Thomas Merton Italia is hereby constituted and from here forward named 
as Association, located at the Fonte Avellana Monastery - c.a.p. 61040 - Serra Sant’Abbondio 
(Pesaro Urbino)
Art.2) The Association  is non-political, non-party, no-profit and shall be established for an 
indefinite period.
Art.3) The Association goal is to promote and disseminate the thought and works of Thomas 
Merton  in Italy through:
* collection of documents (as books pubblications), correspondence, iconografic and 
multimedia materials; 
* conventions, study meetings, seminars, spiritual retreats, cultural initiatives about topics 
directly or indirectly related to Thomas Merton;
* publications and translations for the Association itself or for book publishers;
* collaboration with public or private entities, cultural associations, spiritual centers as well as 
partecipation with national or international organizations which might share similar interests;
* creation, elaboration and management of website;
* co-operation with the Thomas Merton Center and  The Merton Institute for Contemplative 
Living;
* promotion and accomplishment of any other initiative considered consistent with the 
achievement of the Association goals.
ASSOCIATES
Art.4) Associate types:
* Founding associates: are those who actually participate to the foundation of the 
Association.
* Institutional  associates:  associations,  communities  or  entities  which,  because  of  their 
characteristics and goals, might share the same objectives as indicated in the hereby Statute and are 
members of the Associazione Thomas Merton Italia.
* Ordinary  associates:  physical  persons,  societies  of  people  and  of  capital,  as  well  as 
associations or entities which, sharing the purposes of the hereby Statute, are willing to actively 
participate in organized events - by the Association - toward the achivement of the above mentioned 
goals .
Art.5)  The admission of associates, them being institutional or ordinary happens, through previous 
adhesion request, on exclusive ultimate decision of the Directive Board and with the unquestionable 
judgment  of  the  same,  without  any  obligation  of  motivation.  The  admission  request  is  to  be 
considered rejected if not positively accepted within 30 (thirty) days after the first meeting of the  
Board following reception of the request. 
Institutional associates are represented by physical persons designated by the association, comunity 
or connected entity.
Art.6) The associate can end its formal partecipation through:
* written resignation to the Directive Board;
* revocation, unilateraly decided by the Directive Board, through secret votation and absolute 
majority,  for grave incompatible activity to the general purposes of  the Association and/or the 
regulations of the hereby Statute;



* payment tardiness, when the associative fee is not remitted regurarly.  Late payments are 
allowed until the actual decision of the Board;
* death or sudden incapacity.

ORGANS  OF THE ASSOCIATION
Art.7)  Organs of the Association are:
* the Assembly of Associates
* the Directive Board
* the President
* the Secretary
Art.8) The  Assembly of Associates  is the maximum deliberative organ of the  Association  and is 
summoned  for ordinary and extraordinary meetings, on first and second convocation, the second 
after at  least  one hour from the first  one.   Only associates who have paid their  annual fee are 
allowed to partecipate in ordinary and extraordinary meetings. Associates can also be represented 
through  a  delegate.  Nobody can  carry  more  than  one  delegation.  The  Assembly  is  summoned 
through ordinary  meetings  at  least  once  a  year  and,  through extraordinary  meetings,  whenever 
necessary upon request  of the Directive  Board or by 30% of  the  Associates.  Invitations  to  the 
assembly meetings, both ordinary and extraordinary, must arrive to the associates at least 10 days in 
advance of the anticipated meeting date, indicating the date itself, the location and the agenda of the 
meeting. 
The Assembly: 
* approves  the directives and the annual  programmes of activity of  the  Association,  upon 
proposal of the Directive Board;
* examines  and  approves  annual  estimated  and  final  balances,  arranged  by  the  Directive 
Board; determines, upon proposal of the Directive Board itself,  the exact amount of the annual 
associative fees;
* approves possible modifications to the Statute, in this case a 2/3 (two thirds) majority of 
partecipating associates is necessary;
* nominates  members the Directive Board;
* follows  remaining  profits  and  management  surpluses  implementing  them  toward  the 
achievement of the Association activities or of those directly related;
* deliberates  about  acceptance  of  inheritance,  legacies  and  donations,  as  well  as  about 
purchase and sale of goods;
* deliberates on extraordinary meeting for the possible dissolution of the Association, with the 
favorable vote of at least 3/4 of partecipating associates.
The Assembly is considered validly constituted on first convocation upon the attendance of at least 
half-plus-one of associates, personally or through delegates. On second convocation the Assembly 
is considered validly constituted upon any number of associates  attending personally or through 
delegates.
Deliberations are considered formally accepted if they meet the favorable majority vote of attending 
associates with the right to vote.
Art.9) The Directive Board  is staffed by a minimum number of three councellors and a maximum 
of seven, is elected by the Ordinary associates Assembly; it remains in office for three years and is 
re-electable. If a member of the Directive Board resigns, he or she will be replaced by one of the  
previous  non-elected  candidates.  Upon  its  first  meeting,  the  Directive  Board  elects  among  its 
members the President, the Vice President and the Secretary. 
The Directive Board meets at least twice a year and whenever the President or the majority of its  
members deems it necessary.  It is chaired by the President or, in case of his or her absence, by the 
Vice President.  Meetings are considered valid upon attendance of the majority of its members. 
Deliberations  are  formally  accepted  through  a  simple  majority  vote.  In  case  of  stalemate  the 
President's vote prevails.



The Directive Board:
* writes the plan of activities of the Association upon directives approved by the Assembly of 
Associates;
* follows the completion of  deliberations approved by the Assembly;
* writes  the  annual  estimated  and  final  balances,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Assembly  of 
Associates approval;
* stipulates all deeds and contracts of any type related to the Association activities;
* deliberates on admissions, forfeitures and  exclusions of associates;
* allocates organizing and directive duties among its members;
* writes further regulations of the Association;
* develops  all  the  other  activities  necessary  and  functional  to  the  management  of  the 
Association.
External persons are allowed to attend meetings of the Directive Board only upon authorization of 
the President and without the right to vote, when cooperating as consultants toward activities as 
indicated in the agenda of the meeting.
Art.10)  The President is elected by the majority of the Directive Board, stays in office for three 
years and is re-electable. The President has the duty to:
* represent the  Association;
* summon and chair the Assembly of Associates;
* summon and chair the Directive Board in ordinary meetings;
* supervise the administrative and economic management of the Association
* write an annual report to the Directive Board concerning activities accomplished during the 
year.
In case of absence or impediment of the President, all the presidential duties transfer to the Vice 
President.
Art.11)  The  Secretary  is  elected  by  the  Directive  Board  during  the  first  meeting  among  its 
members, stays in office for three years and is re-electable. The Secretary as the duty to:
* write the statements of the Associates Assembly  meetings and of the Directive Board;
* take  care  of  correspondence,  contacts  with  associates  and  with  external  institutions, 
collection of bibliografic, iconografic, multimedia e archivistic documentation of the Association;
* keep up-to-date bookkeeping, account records and Associates registers. These tasks can be 
also performed by a Treasurer eventually appointed among members of the Directive Board.

REVENUES AND PROPERTY OF THE ASSOCIATION

Art.12) The property estate of the Association is composed by:
* belongings of the  Association (furniture, pc, books, collection of magazines, iconografic e 
multimedia materials etc.);
* remaining balances from previous annual budgets.
The Association draws its own financial resources  from::
* associative fees, contributions, donations e bequests;
* contributions  stemming  from contracts  or  agreements  with  public  or  private  entities  for 
activities of research and consulting;
* occasional collection of money during promotional activities;
* all the other revenues, also of commercial nature, possibly awarded to the  Association  for 
the pursuit or support of its own activities.
Art.13)Annual adhesion fees are not refundable nor transmittable.

ECONOMIC – FINANCIAL REPORT



Art.14) The Economic-Financial Report includes the financial year statement from Jenuary 1st to 
December 31st and must be proposed by the Directive Board to the Assembly for approval  within 
April 30th of the following year and approved by the Assembly in ordinary meeting. This report 
contains, in addition to a brief description of the economic-financial situation of the Association, a 
statement of institutional activities achieved separated from commercial and/or productive ones, and  
must  contain  a  brief  description  of  goods,  contributions,  bequests  and general  property  of  the 
Association itself.
Art.15)  The  economic  financial  report,  when  regularly  approved  by  the  Assembly  in  ordinary 
meeting, is then properly transcripted in the account records of the Associates Assemblies, and is 
also posted on the premises of the Association headquarters  for at least 10 (ten) days following the 
meeting.

DISSOLUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION

Art.16) The  Association  ends its functions,  beyond those cases foreseen by the Law, through a 
deliberation decided and summoned by the Assembly of Associates in extraordinary meeting, as 
indicated at the previous art.8.
Art.17) In case of dissolution,  the Directive Board will  determinine eventual compensation and 
nominate one or more liquidators who must repay debts and transfer any residual money or goods to 
other  organizations  which  share  similar  goals  and  pursue  similar  aims  and  objectives,  with 
exceptions for differing ordinances as imposed by the Law.

FINAL STATEMENT

Art.18) Any case that might not have been expressively foreseen in the hereby Statute must be 
addressed to and dealt with through existing Law ordinances.




